Survivin expression in chronic myeloid leukemia.
In this study, we investigated the expression of survivin (SVV) in 44 patients with typical Ph-positive chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) in different phases of the disease as well as in 20 matched healthy donors. We found a very high SVV expression in a predominant percentage of CML patients. We also observed a significantly increased SVV expression in patients in accelerated/blastic phase of the disease compared to patients in chronic phase. Moreover, SVV expression levels correlated in all CML patients with % of Ph-chromosome positive cells, with Bcr-Abl expression levels and with WBC-count. Based on this finding we suggest that SVV detection and monitoring in CML could represent both a useful biomarker and attractive candidate for devising new targeted and combined therapies in CML.